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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

HAWAII FIREARMS COALITION ) 

3018 Hinano Street ) 

Honolulu, HI 96815 ) COMPLAINT 

) (Freedom of Information 
) Act, 5 U.S.C. §552) 
Plaintiff, ) 

)CIVIL ACTION NO._ 

v. ) 

) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION) 

J. Edgar Hoover Building ) 

935 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. ) 

Washington, D.C. 20535 ) 

) 

Defendant. ) 

_ ) 

Comes now the Plaintiff, Hawaii Firearms Coalition (“HIFICO”), by and 

through undersigned counsel, and allege as follows: 

1. This is an action under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 
552, for injunctive and other appropriate relief and seeking the disclosure and 
release of agency records improperly withheld from Plaintiff by Defendant 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (“FBI”). 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

2. This Court has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 
§1331 and 5 U.S.C. §552(a)(4)(B). 

3. Venue lies in this district under 28 U.S.C. §1391(e). 
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PARTIES 

4. Plaintiff Hawaii Firearms Coalition is a 501(c)(4) organization 
founded to protect and unify Hawaii’s firearms owners and those that believe 
in the constitutionally protected right to keep and bear arms. 

5. Defendant FBI is a component of the Department of Justice and an 
agency within the meaning of 5 U.S.C. § 552(f). Defendant FBI has 
possession, custody and control of records to which Plaintiff seeks access. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 

6. On April 2, 2019 Plaintiff transmitted a Freedom of Information Act 
(“FOIA”) request to Defendant FBI. The FOIA was submitted via the FBI’s 
eFOIPA Portal. A true and correct copy of the FOIA is attached as Exhibit 
“A.” 

7. The FOIA sought the following information: 

a. Any and all records, including but not limited to documents, any 
communications, electronic mail, letters, official requests, and 
correspondence from the FBI (or any sub-agency) to the State of Hawaii 
and/or any representative of the State of Hawaii, regarding and/or 
relating to Rap Back for firearm owners, possessors, and registration of 
firearm owners in the Rap Back system in the State of Hawaii; and 
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b. Any and all records documenting all payments from the State of Hawaii 
to the FBI related to firearm owner registration with Rap Back; 

c. Any and all records or documents regarding the FBI’s participation in 
the State of Hawaii’s implementation of Rap Back related to firearm 
owners, purchasers or registrants in the State of Hawaii; and 

d. Any and all documents regarding any policies that the FBI (or any sub¬ 
agency) possesses with regards to Hawaii’s use of Rap Back for 
firearms owners. 

8. The FBI failed to respond to the FOIA as required by law in the 
timeframe required, and as such, Plaintiff is deemed to have exhausted its 
administrative remedies. 

9. Plaintiff additionally requested a fee waiver as the materials requested 
“are greatly in the public interest and because the requested records will be 
distributed free of charge on the internet and will increase the public’s 
awareness of the State of Hawaii’s implementation of Rap Back for firearms 
owners.” 

10. The FBI has not responded, and thus, a fee waiver should be granted to 
HIFICO. 


COUNT I 

(Violation of FOIA - 5 U.S.C. §552 Against FBI) 

11. Plaintiff realleges the previous paragraphs as if fully stated herein. 
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12. Defendant FBI is unlawfully withholding records requested by 
Plaintiff pursuant to 5 U.S.C. §552. 

13. Plaintiff is being irreparably harmed by reason of Defendant’s 
unlawful withholding of records responsive to Plaintiff’s FOIA request, and 
Plaintiff will continue to be irreparably harmed unless Defendant FBI is 
compelled to conform their conduct to the requirements of the law. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully requests that the Court: 

(1) Order Defendant to conduct a search for any and all responsive records 
to Plaintiffs FOIA request and demonstrate that it employed search methods 
reasonably likely to lead to the discovery of records responsive to Plaintiffs 
FOIA request; 

(2) Order Defendant to produce, by a date certain, any and all non-exempt 
records to Plaintiffs FOIA request, and a Vaughn index of any responsive 
records withheld under claim of exemption; 

(3) Enjoin Defendant from continuing to withhold any and all non-exempt 
records responsive to Plaintiffs FOIA request; 

(4) Grant Plaintiff an award of attorneys’ fees and other litigation costs 
reasonably incurred in this action pursuant to 5 U.S.C. §552(a)(4)(E); and 

(5) Grant Plaintiff such other relief as the Court deems just and proper. 
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Dated: May 1, 2019. 


Respectfully Submitted, 
Hawaii Firearms Coalition 

Is/ Stephen D. Stamboulieh 

Stephen D. Stamboulieh 
Stamboulieh Law, PLLC 
P.O. Box 4008 
Madison, MS 39130 
(601)852-3440 
stephen@sdslaw.us 
DC District Court Bar# MS0009 
Counsel for Plaintiff 
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Stamboulieh Law, PLLC 


P.O. Box 4008, Madison, MS 39130 | (601)852-3440 | stephen@sdslaw.us 


April 2, 2019 


FBI 

ATTN: FOIPA Request 

Record/Information Dissemination Section Via eFOIPA Portal 

170 Marcel Drive 

Winchester, Virginia 22602-4842 

RE: Freedom of Information Act Request 
Dear FOIA Officer: 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 U.S.C. § 552. I 
represent Hawaii Firearms Coalition (HIFICO), a 501(c)(4), in this request. Pursuant to Hawaii 
Revised Statute § 846-2.7, Hawaii has mandated inclusion of Hawaii’s firearms purchasers, 
registrants and owners to be included the in the FBI’s Rap Back database. 1 

Because the information sought is believed to be with your agency, HIFICO hereby 
requests the following information: 

• Any and all records, including but not limited to documents, any communications, 
electronic mail, letters, official requests, and correspondence from the FBI (or any sub-agency) to 
the State of Hawaii and/or any representative of the State of Hawaii, regarding and/or relating to 
Rap Back for firearm owners, possessors, and registration of firearm owners in the Rap Back 
system in the State of Hawaii; 

• Any and all records documenting all payments from the State of Hawaii to the FBI 
related to firearm owner registration with Rap Back; 

• Any and all records or documents regarding the FBI’s participation in the State of 
Hawaii’s implementation of Rap Back related to firearm owners, purchasers or registrants in the 
State of Hawaii; and 


1 See Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 846-2.7 (43) The county police departments on applicants for permits 
to acquire firearms pursuant to section 134-2 and on individuals registering their firearms pursuant 
to section 134-3. 


Exhibit "A' 
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ATTN: FOIPA Request 
Record/Information Dissemination Section 
170 Marcel Drive 
Winchester, Virginia 22602-4842 
April 2, 2019 


Any and all documents regarding any policies that the FBI (or any sub-agency) 


possesses with regards to Hawaii’s use of Rap Back for firearms owners. 

HIFICO is willing to pay up to $200 for the processing of this request. HIFICO also 
requests a fee waiver as these materials are greatly in the public interest and because the requested 
records will be distributed free of charge on the internet and will increase the public’s awareness 
on the State of Hawaii’s implementation of Rap Back for firearms owners. Additionally, this 
FOIA is part of HIFICO’s investigation into the State of Hawaii’s implementation of the Rap Back 
inclusion for firearm owners and is of the utmost importance to verify that the State of Hawaii is 
not charging firearm owners for inclusion in this Rap Back system if the State of Hawaii and the 
FBI have not actually implemented this system. 

Pursuant to FOIA, HIFICO anticipates your response within 20 (twenty) business days. 
Should you require additional information, I can be contacted at 601-852-3440 or via email at 

stephen@sdslaw.us . 


Best regards, 


STEPHEN D. STAMBOULIEH 



cc: Hawaii Firearms Coalition 
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CIVIL COVER SHEET 


JS-44 (Rev. 6/17 DC) 


I. (a) PLAINTIFFS 

HAWAII FIREARMS COALITION 


(b) COUNTY OF RESIDENCE OF FIRST LISTED PLAINTIFF 


88888 


(EXCEPT IN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES) 


DEFENDANTS 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


COUNTY OF RESIDENCE OF FIRST LISTED DEFENDANT 


(IN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES ONLY) 

NOTE: IN LAND CONDEMNATION CASES, USE THE LOCATION OF THE TRACT OF LAND INVOLVED 


(c) ATTORNEYS (FIRM NAME, ADDRESS, AND TELEPHONE NUMBER) 

STAMBOULIEH LAW, PLLC 
P.O. BOX 4008 
MADISON, MS 39130 
601-852-3440 


ATTORNEYS (IF KNOWN) 


II. BASIS OF JURISDICTION 

(PLACE AN x IN ONE BOX ONLY) 

o 1 U.S. Government O 3 Federal Question 

Plaintiff (U.S. Government Not a Party) 


© 2 U.S. Government 
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] 410 Antitrust 
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Malpractice 
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□ 864 SSID Title XVI 
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Other Statutes 
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Administrative Agency is 
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(if not administrative agency 
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O G. Habeas Corpus/ 

2255 

1 1 530 Habeas Corpus - General 

1 1 510 Motion/Vacate Sentence 

1 1 463 Habeas Corpus - Alien 

Detainee 

O H. Employment 
Discrimination 

1 | 442 Civil Rights - Employment 

(criteria: race, gender/sex, 
national origin, 
discrimination, disability, age, 
religion, retaliation) 

*(If pro se, select this deck)* 

© I. FOIA/Privacy Act 

1 X 1 895 Freedom of Information Act 
890 Other Statutory Actions 
(if Privacy Act) 

*(If pro se, select this deck)* 

O J. Student Loan 

1152 Recovery of Defaulted 
Student Loan 
(excluding veterans) 

© K. Labor/ERISA 

O L. Other Civil Rights 

O M. Contract 

© N. Three-Judge 

(non-employment) 

(non-employment) 


Court 



ZZI 110 Insurance 


[ 710 Fair Labor Standards Act 

| 1 441 Voting (if not Voting Rights 

1 1120 Marine 

| | 441 Civil Rights - Voting 

| 720 Labor/Mgmt. Relations 

Act) 

□ 130 Miller Act 
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1 1140 Negotiable Instrument 


^ 751 Family and Medical 

1440 Other Civil Rights 
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1 1 196 Franchise 
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CO-386 

10/2018 


United States District Court 
For the District of Columbia 


HAWAII FIREARMS COALITION 


Plaintiff 

VS 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF 
INVESTIGATION 

Defendant 


) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 


Civil Action No. 


CERTIFIC ATE RULE LCvR 26.1 

I, the undersigned, counsel of record for HAWAII FIREARMS COALITION _certify that to the best of my knowledge and 

belief, the following are parent companies, subsidiaries or affiliates of HAWAII FIREARMS COALTION _which have 

any outstanding securities in the hands of the public: 

NONE. 


These representations are made in order that judges of this court may determine the need for recusal. 

Attorney of Record . 

MS0009 



BAR IDENTIFICATION NO. 


Signature 

STEPHEN D. STAMBOUILEH 



Print Name 


P.O. BOX 4008 


Address 


MADISON MS 

39046 

City State 

Zip Code 

601-852-3440 



Phone Number 
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FOIA Summons 
1/13 


UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


HAWAII FIREARMS COALITION 
_ ) 

Plaintiff ) 

) 

v. ) Civil Action No. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION > 

_ ) 

Defendant ) 


SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION 


To: (Defendant’s name and address) 

US ATTORNEY FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
ATTN: CIVIL PROCESS CLERK 
555 4th Street, NW 
WASHINGTON, DC 20530 


A lawsuit has been filed against you. 


Within 30 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) you must 
serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of the Federal Rules of 
Civil Procedure. The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiffs attorney, whose name and 


address are: 


STEPHEN D. STAMBOULIEH 
STAMBOULIEH LAW, PLLC 
P.O. BOX 4008 
MADISON, MS 39130 
601-852-3440 
STEPHEN@SDSLAW.US 


If you fail to respond, judgment by default may be entered against you for the relief demanded in the 
complaint. You also must file your answer or motion with the court. 


ANGELA D. CAESAR, CLERK OF COURT 


Date: 


Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk 
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FOIA Summons (1/13) (Page 2) 

Civil Action No. 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (l)) 

This summons for (name of individual and title, if any) 
was received by me on (date) 

□ I personally served the summons on the individual at (place) 

on (date) ; or 

□ I left the summons at the individual’s residence or usual place of abode with (name) 

, a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there, 
on (date) , and mailed a copy to the individual’s last known address; or 

□ I served the summons on (name of individual) 

designated by law to accept service of process on behalf of (name of organization) 

on (date) ; or 

□ I returned the summons unexecuted because 

□ Other (specify): 

My fees are $ for travel and $ for services, for a total of $ 0.00 

I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true. 

Date: _ _ 

Server’s signature 

Printed name and title 


Server’s address 

Additional information regarding attempted service, etc: 


, who is 


; or 
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FOIA Summons 
1/13 


UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


HAWAII FIREARMS COALITION 
_ ) 

Plaintiff ) 

) 

v. ) Civil Action No. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION > 

_ ) 

Defendant ) 


SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION 


To: (Defendant’s name and address) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
J. EDGAR HOOVER BUILDING 
925 PENNSYLVANIA AVE, NW 
WASHINGTON, DC 20535 


A lawsuit has been filed against you. 


Within 30 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) you must 
serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of the Federal Rules of 
Civil Procedure. The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiffs attorney, whose name and 


address are: 


STEPHEN D. STAMBOULIEH 
STAMBOULIEH LAW, PLLC 
P.O. BOX 4008 
MADISON, MS 39130 
601-852-3440 
STEPHEN@SDSLAW.US 


If you fail to respond, judgment by default may be entered against you for the relief demanded in the 
complaint. You also must file your answer or motion with the court. 


ANGELA D. CAESAR, CLERK OF COURT 


Date: 


Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk 
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FOIA Summons (1/13) (Page 2) 

Civil Action No. 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (l)) 

This summons for (name of individual and title, if any) 
was received by me on (date) 

□ I personally served the summons on the individual at (place) 

on (date) ; or 

□ I left the summons at the individual’s residence or usual place of abode with (name) 

, a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there, 
on (date) , and mailed a copy to the individual’s last known address; or 

□ I served the summons on (name of individual) 

designated by law to accept service of process on behalf of (name of organization) 

on (date) ; or 

□ I returned the summons unexecuted because 

□ Other (specify): 

My fees are $ for travel and $ for services, for a total of $ 0.00 

I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true. 

Date: _ _ 

Server’s signature 

Printed name and title 


Server’s address 

Additional information regarding attempted service, etc: 


, who is 


; or 
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FOIA Summons 
1/13 


UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


HAWAII FIREARMS COALITION 
_ ) 

Plaintiff ) 

) 

v. ) Civil Action No. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION > 

_ ) 

Defendant ) 


SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION 

To: (Defendant’s name and address) 

US ATTORNEY GENERAL 
950 PENNSYLVANIA AVE, NW 
WASHINGTON, DC 20530 


A lawsuit has been filed against you. 


Within 30 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) you must 
serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of the Federal Rules of 
Civil Procedure. The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiffs attorney, whose name and 


address are: 


STEPHEN D. STAMBOULIEH 
STAMBOULIEH LAW, PLLC 
P.O. BOX 4008 
MADISON, MS 39130 
601-852-3440 
STEPHEN@SDSLAW.US 


If you fail to respond, judgment by default may be entered against you for the relief demanded in the 
complaint. You also must file your answer or motion with the court. 


ANGELA D. CAESAR, CLERK OF COURT 


Date: 


Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk 
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FOIA Summons (1/13) (Page 2) 

Civil Action No. 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (l)) 

This summons for (name of individual and title, if any) 
was received by me on (date) 

□ I personally served the summons on the individual at (place) 

on (date) ; or 

□ I left the summons at the individual’s residence or usual place of abode with (name) 

, a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there, 
on (date) , and mailed a copy to the individual’s last known address; or 

□ I served the summons on (name of individual) 

designated by law to accept service of process on behalf of (name of organization) 

on (date) ; or 

□ I returned the summons unexecuted because 

□ Other (specify): 

My fees are $ for travel and $ for services, for a total of $ 0.00 

I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true. 

Date: _ _ 

Server’s signature 

Printed name and title 


Server’s address 

Additional information regarding attempted service, etc: 


, who is 


; or 





